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In  the  Tennessee  vs .  UCLA game,  t he  UCLA 
quar te rback  had  an  awfu l  f i r s t  ha l f .  He  th rew 18  
passes  and  4  in te rcep t i ons .  They  were  los ing  a t  
ha l f - t ime .   
 
Pe te r  wan ts  to  pu t  a  l imi t  on  fo rg i veness  -7  t imes .    
Pe te r  migh t  have  though t  he  was  sp i r i tua l ,  ra i s i ng  
i t  f r om 3 ,  wh ich  the  Jew ish  re l ig i ous  l eaders  used , 
t o  7 .   Pe te r  was  upp ing  the  amoun t -he  more  than  
doub led  the  th ree  s t r i kes  and  you ’ re  ou t  ru le .   
 
We a re  to ld  to  l ove  ou r  ne ighbo r .  Th is  i nc ludes  and 
i s  espec ia l l y  o the r  be l ieve rs .  To  love  i s  t o  fo rg i ve .   
 
The  famous and  o f ten  used  passage  used  a t  
wedd ings  -  1  Co r in th ian  13 :5  Love keeps  no  reco rd  
o f  wrongs .   
 
Wha t  happens  when  we  don ’ t  fo rg i ve?   
 
  B i t t e rness  
  Anger   
  Resen t fu lness  
  A  wan t  to  t r y  t o  ge t  even  o r  more .    
 
When  the re  i s  un fo rg i veness  i n  a  church ,  i t  can  
l ead  to  the  co r rup t ion  o f  t he  who le  fe l lowsh ip .   
 
I  saw th i s  f i r s thand  in  a  sma l l  chu rch  where  two  
fami l i es  had  a  d i sag reemen t  ove r  someth ing  go ing  
on  i n  t he  chu rch .  They  both  s tayed  away  in  fea r  
t ha t  the  o the r  migh t  come.  They  d idn ’ t  l eave  the  



chu rch .  Maybe they  were  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  o the r  to  
l eave  o r  d ie .  The  chu rch  took  s ides  and  the  chu rch  
was  d iv ided .  Peop le  came to  chu rch  and  d id  what  
t hey  a lways  d id ,  bu t  t h i s  un fo rg iveness  he ld  the  
pa r i sh  in  bondage .  You  cou ld  fee l  the  tens ion  in  
t h i s  l i t t l e  pa r i sh .   
 
Fo rg iveness  o f  o the r  be l ieve rs  i s  a  hea l thy  th ing  
and  c r i t i ca l  to  t he  hea l th  o f  a  chu rch .  We a l l  ge t  
t ha t  fo rg iveness  i s  a  good  th ing  bu t  we  l i ke  the  
Phar isees  and  Pe te r  who  wan ts  to  pu t  a  l im i t  on  i t .  
 
Th i s  i s  where  the  parab le  came in .   
 
The  k ing  fo rgave  the  se rvan t  o f  12  mi l l i on  do l la rs  
and  the  se rvan t  wou ldn ’ t  fo rg ive  $15  owed to  h i m 
by  ano the r  se rvan t .   
 
Th ink  how many  t imes  God has  fo rg i ven  us .  God  
doesn ’ t  pu t  a  l i mi t  because  God  i s  l ove .   
 
God  doesn ’ t  say  to  us ,  to  me ,  “B ruce ,  you  have  50  
s ins  l e f t  on  the  ledger .  Bruce ,  now you  a re  down  to 
5 .  Zap !  I  warned  you . ”  No ,  tha t  i s  no t  how God  i s .  
God  fo rg ives  ou r  s ins .  God  i s  fo rg i v ing  because  
God  i s  love .   
 
 One  ra iny  a f te rnoon  a  mo ther  was  d r i v ing  
a long  one  o f  the  ma in  s t ree ts  o f  town ,   t ak ing  those  
ex t ra  p recau t ions  necessary  when  the  roads  are  we t  
and  s l i ck .    
  
 Sudden ly  he r  son  Mat thew spoke  up  f rom h i s  
re laxed  pos i t ion  in  the  f ron t  sea t .   
 
 “Mo m,  I ’m th ink ing  o f  so me th ing . ”   
 



 The  announcemen t  usua l l y  mean t  he  had  been  
ponder ing  some fac t  fo r  a  wh i l e  and  was now ready  
to  expound  a l l  t ha t  h i s  seven-year -o ld  mind  had  
d iscovered .   She  was eager  to  hear .   
  
 “Wha t  a re  you  th ink ing? ”  She  asked .   
 
 “The  ra in , ”  he  began ,  “ i s  l i ke  s in  and  the  
w indsh ie ld  w ipe rs  a re  l i ke  God ,  w ip ing  ou r  s ins  
away . ”   
 
 A f te r  t he  ch i l l  bumps raced  up  he r  a rms sh e  
was ab le  to  respond .  “Tha t ’ s  rea l l y  good ,  
Ma t thew. ”   
 
 Then ,  she  asked ,  “Do  you  no t i ce  how the  ra in  
keeps  on  comi ng?  What  does tha t  t e l l  you?”  
 
 Ma thew d idn ’ t  hes i t a te  one  mo ment  w i th  h i s  
answer .   “We keep  on  s inn ing ,  and  God  jus t  keeps  
on  fo rg iv ing  us . ”   
 
By  God ’s  g race  we  have  been  fo rg iven  th rough  
Jesus  on  the  c ross .  A l l  ou r  s ins  a re  fo rg iven .  So  
why  a ren ’ t  we w i l l i ng  to  fo rg ive  o the r  be l ieve rs ,  
why  a ren ’ t  we w i l l i ng  to  l ove  o the r  be l i eve rs?   
 
  We have  hu r t s  i n  ou r  own  l i ves .  
  We a re  se l f i sh .   
  We wan t  to  se t  t he  ru les -3  s t r i kes  and  
you ’ re  ou t .   
  We wan t  to  pu t  l i mi t s  on  fo rg iveness .  Fo r  
so me,  i t  i s  ze ro  to le rance .   
  We don ’ t  ge t  God ’s  un l imi ted  fo rg iveness  
fo r  ou r  s ins .   
 



The  med ia  wan ted  to  know wha t  the  UCLA coach  
sa id  to  t he  quar te rback .  The quar te rback  had  a  
g rea t  second  ha l f  and  they  came f ro m beh ind  to  
w in  the  game.   
 
Wha t  d id  the  coach  say?  D id  he  sco ld  h im?  How 
d id  he  mo t i va te  h im?  The  team d idn ’ t  po in t  f i nge rs  
a t  t he  quar te rback  and  b lame  h im fo r  t he i r  l os ing  
a t  ha l f - t ime .  The  coach  sa id  to  h i s  quar te rback ,  “ I 
t h rew 4  in te rcep t ions  i n  my  f i r s t  game and  had  a  
much  be t te r  second  ha l f .  Re lax  and  p lay  you r  
game. ”  He  d id .  The  quar te rback  had  hope  tha t  he  
cou ld  make  the  change  and  he lp  h i s  team.   
 
By  the  g race  o f  God  we  have hope.  We have  hope  
because  we  a re  fo rg i ven  an  un l imi ted  amo unt  o f  
t imes ,  so  even tua l l y  we  w i l l  ge t  i t  tha t  we  i n  tu rn 
a re  to  fo rg i ve  o the r  be l ieve rs  the  way  God fo rg i ves 
be l ieve rs -w i th  no  l imi ts .  Th i s  i s  l ove .   
 
One  Sa tu rday  morn ing ,  t he  mo ther  woke to  the  
de l igh t fu l  sme l l  o f  wa f f les  and  the  sound  o f  he r  
two  sma l l  boys  i n  t he  k i t chen  w i th  he r  husband .  
She  wen t  downsta i rs  fo r  b reak fas t .  She  sa t  in  he r  
husband ’s  l ap  and  gave  h im a  b ig  hug  fo r  h is  
t hough t fu lness .   
 
La te r  t ha t  day ,  t he  husband  and  w i fe  were  hav ing  a  
hea ted  d iscuss ion  in  t he i r  bed room when  the i r  
fou r -year -o ld ,  Jacob ,  s topped  them in  mid -
sen tence .   
 
S tand ing  i n  t he  doo rway ,  he  sa id ,  “Mo mmy,  t ry  to  
reme mber  how you  fe l t  when  you  were  i n  Daddy ’s  
l ap . ”  Le t ’ s  reme mber  the  g race  and  love  we  have  
been  g i ven  by  God  so  we  in  tu rn  can  fo rg i ve  o the r  
be l ieve rs .    


